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CONTROL 
Responsible pet parasite control can reduce the 

risks associated with the transmission of       

parasitic diseases from pet to pets, and pets to 

people. By following a few simple guidelines, 

pet owners can better protect their pets and 

their family. 

• See your veterinarian if your pet has diarrhea, 

weight loss, a dull coat, or if you see worms  

under its tail, or on its stool. 

• Administer year round parasite control to  

control heartworm, internal parasites, and fleas 

and ticks. 

• Cover sandboxes when not in use and protect 

garden areas from fecal contamination. 

• Pick up feces whenever walking a dog in a 

public area and clean its yard daily. 

• Practice good personal hygiene when handling 

animal waste, particularly important for        

children and those at risk. 

 

*Prompt treatment of internal parasites lessens 

your pet’s discomfort, decreases the chances of 

intestinal damage, and decreases the chance 

that your pet will infect humans or other       

animals. 

      LARGE ANIMAL PARASITES 

     
 
-Horses, cows, goats and other large animals are also 

susceptible to internal parasites.. 

-Strongyles, pinworms, giardia, roundworms, eimeria, 

and others can infect your farm animals, leading to 

health issues. 

*Treatment may be simple, prevention is 

even simpler. 

REDUCING RISK TO YOUR FAMILY 
You can reduce the risk of parasitic infection to 

your family by eliminating parasites from pets, 

restricting access to contaminated areas, such 

as sandboxes, pet “walk areas,” and other high-

traffic areas; and practicing good personal    

hygiene. 

Disposing of pet feces on a regular basis 

can help remove potentially infective worm 

eggs before they become distributed in the   

environment and are picked up or ingested by 

pets or humans. 

 

YEAR ROUND PREVENTION 
Parasites can infect your pet any time of year. 

External parasites, such as  mosquitos, fleas, and 

ticks, may be less prevalent outside during  

colder months; however, they can still survive 

indoors. Internal parasites can infect your pet 

any time of the year. 

*Heartworm preventatives are necessary year 

round to eliminate intestinal parasites. 

 

TREATMENT 

In the event that your pet has a parasite, 

you will be given a medication with instructions 

on how to give it and when to retest a stool  

sample. In general a fecal should be submitted 3 

weeks after the last medication. Keep the yard 

free of feces to lessen the chance of reinfection. 

 

 

*Treatment may be simple, prevention is 

even simpler. 
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It is fairly common for a dog or cat to become 

infected with an internal parasite at some point 

in its lifetime. If left untreated, some can        

become life threatening. especially in young or 

immunocompromised pets. Plus, some parasites 

are zoonotic, meaning they can infect and  

transmit disease to you and your family. 

    

--Twice yearly fecal exams are recommended 

for parasite detection and treatment. 

 

ROUNDWORMS 

-Roundworms are the most common intestinal 

parasite in dogs and cats. They are passed via a 

fecal-oral route. Meaning 

your pet can become         

infected by eating feces or 

even drinking contaminated 

water.  
---Roundworms are           

zoonotic . Therefore, yearly laboratory testing is 

recommended along with preventive treatment 

through heartworm medication. Worms can be 

passed in the stool and appear to look like long, 

white strands of spaghetti.  

 

HOOKWORMS 

-Hookworms are the second most common   

intestinal parasite found in dogs, but 

less common in cats, and also        

zoonotic. Your pet can become      

infected when larvae penetrate the 

animal’s paws, then travel to the  

intestinal tract blood; a severe infestation may 

cause anemia.  

--They attach to the lining of the intestine and 

live off the blood they suck from their host.   

Unlike roundworms, they cannot be seen in the 

stool.  

 

  

WHIPWORMS 

-These worms get their name from their       

whip-like shape. Whipworms 

are also passed via a fecal-oral 

route. Your pet can become  

infected directly by eating feces 

or indirectly by ingesting a              

contaminated environment, such as soil or    

water.  

---Like hookworms, whipworms bury their 

heads in the lining of an animal’s intestine and 

suck blood. In severe infections, diarrhea, 

weight loss, and anemia can develop.  

 

TAPEWORMS 

-Tapeworms get their name because they are 

thin and flat, like strips of tape. Their bodies are 

actually made up of many joined segments 

called proglottids. Dogs and 

cats become infected when 

they eat infected fleas or by 

eating infected  wildlife.                

 ---Tapeworms live in the     

intestines and steal nutrients from the food 

your dog or cat eats. The infection is usually 

diagnosed when the proglottids are seen under 

the pet’s tail or in its stool; the segments look 

like a grain of rice. 

The Other Internal Parasites:   

Protozoans 
COCCIDIA 

Coccidia are single-celled parasites and are not 

visible to the naked eye. Your pet can become 

infected by eating infected soil or licking        

contaminated paws or fur. The   

parasites damage the lining of 

the intestine and your pet     

cannot absorb nutrients from 

its food. Severe infections can 

lead to diarrhea. 

---Coccidia can be contagious among animals, so 

households with multiple pets should be        

especially careful to practice good hygiene and 

sanitation. Laboratory testing is recommended 

to screen for this parasite in cases of diarrhea. 

 

GIARDIA 

-Giardia is also a single celled parasite that, if 

swallowed, can damage the lining of the         

intestine and reduce the absorption of nutrients 

from the food your pet eats. Giardia does not 

always cause illness, severe   

infections can lead to diarrhea.  
---This parasite can be zoonotic 

and contagious to other pets. 

Therefore, yearly laboratory 

testing is recommended. Also 

households with multiple pets should be        

especially careful to practice good hygiene and     

sanitation. 

 

**Protozoal parasites are not        
eliminated by monthly heartworm 

preventatives. Fecal analysis and   
detection is required. 


